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DETAILED ACTION 



1 . Claims 1-4 have been examined and are pending with this action. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

Daniels, Jr. et al. (US 6,343,327 B2) in view of Burakoff et al. (US 6,782,506 B1). 

As per claim ?, Daniels, Jr. teaches of a method of sending mail by means of 
electronic mail, wherein a sender supplies to a mailing receiver mailing information 
including addressees and mail contents for distribution of mail to the addressees, said 
method comprising the steps of: 

entering the mailing information into a computer system having a database that 
contains electronic mail addresses of addressees (implicit: see col.5, lines 17-21); 

transmitting the mail contents by electronic mail to addressees who have an 
electronic mail address (see col. 3, lines 49-53); 
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sorting out for delivery as physical mail that mail intended for addressees (see 
col. 3, lines 45-49); and 

upon expiration of a predetermined time period from when electronic mail was 
sent, sorting out addressees who have not responded to the electronic mail and sending 
them the mail contents by physical mail (see col. 5, lines 40-45; col .7, lines 51-53; and 
col. 10, lines 8-21). 

Daniels, Jr. does not explicitly teach of consenting to receive electronic mail from 
the sender. Burakoff teaches of consenting to receive electronic mail from the sender 
(see col.2, lines 51-53 & 57-64). It would have been obvious to. a person of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to employ the teachings of Burakoff 
within the system of Daniels, Jr. by implementing a means for consenting to receive 
electronic mail from the sender within the method of sending mail by means of 
electronic mail because such means provides the recipient with the control and also 
ensures that such delivery is not SPAM or junk mail which does not give the recipient a 
change to consent, but rather is pushed upon the recipient. 

As per claim 2, which depends on claim 1, Daniels, Jr. further teaches wherein 
the database includes physical addresses of the addressees (see col.2, lines 29-33). 

As per claim 3, which depends on claim 1 , Daniels, Jr. teaches of further 
including the step of transmitting to the mailing information receiver, information relating 
to those addressees who have answered their electronic mail (see col. 5, line 66-col.6, 
line 6). 
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As per claim 4, which depends on claim 3, further teaches of including the step 
of sending the mail contents by physical mail to those addressees who have not 
responded within the predetermined time to the mail contents that were dispatched to 
them by electronic mail (see col .2, lines 20-23 and col. 10, lines 8-21). 



Conclusion 

3. Claims 1-4 have been rejected and are pending. 



4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Michael Y. Won whose telephone number is 571-272- 
3993. The examiner can normally be reached on M-Th: 7AM-5PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Saleh Najjar can be reached on 571-272-4006. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




